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14 / THE COMPASS ROSE

to the aesthetic critic, “that they couldn’t even

read Eggplant?” And they will smile at our igno-
rance, as they pick up their rucksacks and hike
on up to read the newly deciphered lyrics of the
lichen on the north face of Pike's Peak.

And with them, or after them, may there not
come that even bolder adventurer—the first
geolinguist, who, ignoring the delicate, transient
lyrics of the lichen, will read beneath it the still
Jess communicative, still more passive, wholly
atemporal, cold, volcanic poetry of the rocks:
each one a word spoken, how long ago, by the
earth itself, in the immense solitude, the immen-

ser community, of space.




